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MISSION 
Enhancing life and learning for students. 
 
 

VISION 
All students will have opportunities to expand their creative potential and critical life skills. 
 
 

CORE VALUES
As stewards who act with integrity, respect and transparency, our work is  

guided by:

COMMUNITY - We believe that students should have equitable access to the opportunities that 

we provide and, through community support, we strive to remove financial barriers that keep 

them from fully engaging in school life.

CREATIVITY - We believe that the future requires creativity and a commitment to learning and 

deeper understanding. We aspire to be creative in the work that we do and to inspire creativity 

in students.

COLLABORATION - We believe in the value of working with others and achieving together 

what may not be possible alone. Along with our education and community partners, we aspire 

to bring a collaborative spirit and strategy to all that we do so that students may be more fully 

served.

COURAGE - We believe that skills are as important as knowledge and that the arts are 

fundamentally invaluable in creating a whole person. We aspire to be courageous by speaking 

about their critical importance and to boldly innovate new ways of expanding the impact of our 

‘hands-on’ approach to learning.

*Preliminary Report, May 2021; to be updated August 31, 2021.



HIGHLIGHTS OF 2020-2021
• Review of Priorities:   In the face of disruption, the Board of Directors reviewed “Who We 

Are” and “How we Got Here” - an operational audit that exposed many assumptions and 
misunderstandings.  A commitment to the vision and mission, as a unique organization working 
in close partnership with the School Board, was affirmed.  The Foundation pledged to continue 
to deliver programs in excess of the levels prescribed by the Ontario Ministry of Education to 
students in  
Huron and Perth Counties.  The Foundation’s programmes demonstrate creativity, innovation, 
empowerment, equity and inclusion and enhance learning experiences through a wide variety 
of activities in the arts, life skills and diversity.  And, through the newly created Caring Fund, the 
Foundation also assists AMDSB students in crisis by funding basic necessities.

• Developed a Memorandum of Understanding with Avon Maitland District School Board 
outlining supportive ways of working together for the benefit of students.

• Negotiated a multi-year Funding Agreement with Avon Maitland District School Board that 
provides a specified contribution annually for the delivery of services.   This is beneficial for 
future planning.  And, while the new funding agreement is an important step forward it does 
not address the Foundation’s deeper structural financing challenges.

• Art|Life programming was delivered virtually to 1181 students, 44 classes all learning remotely, 
• An Outdoor program, in partnership with the Maitland Valley Conservation Authority impacted 

another 24 classes and 600 students
• Through the Caring Fund, we supported 156 students in need.
• Created the first Painting on the Pavement, a Chalk Art Showcase on Instagram.   This was an 

activity to celebrate the LGBTQ2S+ community during Pride Month, encouraging students to 
celebrate similarities, embrace individuality and create an awareness to promote inclusivity in 
Huron and Perth. 

• Hosted four award-winning Canadian children’s authors during the Alice Munro Festival of the 
Short Story for kids.   Fifty-five classes and over 1100 students participated.



TRANSITION IN A PANDEMIC
As the current year began in September, we were in the seventh month of a world-wide pandemic 

that resulted in new ways of existing in and outside of the classroom due to public health protocols.    

The Foundation for Enriching Education had already suffered a halt in programming due to a labour 

unrest in fall 2019 through spring 2020 that prevented offering its in-class activities.

Further 2020-’21 Disruptions

•  A 72% cut to core operating funding;

•  The world-wide pandemic that put measures in place that kept the children out  

    of the classroom in spring 2020 and further restricted in-class activities in the  

    2020- 2021 school year;

•  A world-wide pandemic that further restricted “live” fundraising events including  

    a new event to replace the annual gala; and, the Children’s theatre program.

•  Staff resignations and reassignments lowered the Foundation’s Human Resource  

    capacity to create new programs with new delivery protocols and to raise new  

    funds.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   STAFF
Ryan Erb, Chair      Karen Stewart, Interim Executive Director 

Murray Bartja, Past Chair 

Kate Creery, AMDSB Director’s Designate 

Adrienne Johnson 

Colleen Schenk, Trustee 

Patricia Smith

 

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
• Clarify and deepen relationship with Avon Maitland District School Board

• Increase awareness and understanding of the Foundation

• Position Foundation to support Student Need

• Ensure the Foundation is sustainable

• Build relations with Provincial and like-minded Foundations



ART | LIFE:   Rebel With A Rhyme with Britta Badour
How do you find your voice and turn it into a career?  Through a mix of poetry performance and 
conversation, Britta B illustrates how she first came to recognize her voice through spoken word 
poetry and how it turned into her career. Her talk explores themes of identity, diversity, women’s 
empowerment and resiliency as a platform for creative and thriving communities.

Curriculum Connections:    
Cross Curricular Connections | Experiential 
Learning | Equity & Inclusion | Literacy |  
Well-being.

Outcomes:  Students will learn to  
understand what makes a poem dynamic 
and meaningful, distinguish how Spoken 
Word sets itself apart from Page Poetry,  
identify other forms of Spoken Word like 
Slam and Dub Poetry, as well as compose 
and perform their own original poetry.

Supported by Donors of AMDSB’s Payroll Deduction Program and

“WOW!  That was amazing and my class fully engaged.!!  
While being online is not perfect, it is great to see arts still 
shine in this new light.”           T.Schaefer, North Perth Westfield

Grades 7 - 12 
742 Students / 24 classes / 16 schools

 

“You were amazing to hear how you talk out yourpoems with 
such enthusiasm. What you had to get through yet made it up 
to where you  are now is amazing and inspiring to hear.”                                      
                                                                                 - Grade 7 Student

April 2021 June 2021



ART | LIFE:   Dance workshops with Jason Sermonia
This Musical Theatre workshop was a jazz-based class filled with a mixture of broadway style dance 
and music. It began with a warm up with some familiar pop songs to get the students moving and 
ready to learn a dance combination. The dance combination consisted of some jazz, musical theatre, 
and a little bit of hiphop.  This was a fun and exciting class for both students and teachers to attend!

24 Dance Classes in April and early May 2021, 525 Students  
in Grades 4-6 Participated.  All classes were remote learning.

“... (Jason) chose choreography that helped the students 
understand the concepts of how music and movement work 
together.... Congratulations to the Foundation for arranging 
the workshops!   Theys are a vital part of how student learn-
ing is enriched ... The WFCT was proud to have funded this 
program”                                  Don Dodson, WFCT

Supported by Donors of AMDSB’s Payroll Deduction Program and

“...thank you so much for ‘coming in’ to our class today to 
teach my students some dance moves!  You challenged them 
in a good way and got their bodies moving, and as some of 
them put, they were really sweaty after!   They told me they 
really enjoyed themselves and it was a lot of fun.  You taught 
the dance steps at a great pace for my students...”

J.Hamilton, Exeter Public School



Kids First Early Literacy Network - The Read 
to Baby Project entered its 6th year at the end of August. The 
Foundation is the banker for the project and a member of the 
Network. We annually raise money by way of community appeal, 
receipt donors, design materials for the project and promote the 
cause on our website and social media.   Approximately 1300 
packages are distributed annually.

SNOWSHOE PROGRAM
A partnership with Maitland Valley Conservation Authority that provided snowshoes  
for class outings during February and early March 2021.  

24 Junior and Intermediate Classes
Estimated 600 students

Consultant For School Fund Raising Campaigns
The Foundation continued to be involved as a consultant for individual school fund raising cam-
paigns. Reviewing or in many cases designing the materials for fund raising appeals greatly enhanc-
es the achievement of the fund raising goal.

Charitable Receipt Administration
The Foundation processes all charitable receipts for school fund raising campaigns, sending out 
the receipt with a personalized letter of acknowledgement to each donor. Over 324* receipts 
totalling over $102,000 have been processed for both school campaigns and Foundation fundraising 
campaigns.

   *May 1/2021

Listowel Eastdale -  1 class - Primary
   5 classes - Junior, Intermediate
Brookside   1 class - Intermediate 
   4 classes - Junior
Milverton  6 classes - Junior, Intermediate
Mornington Central 4 classes - Primary
   3 classes - Junior, Intermediate



Expanding the Alice Munro Festival of 
the Short Story in order to bring writers 
and children of all ages together through 
storytelling is fundamental to the Festival 
achieving its goal to nurture the next 
generation of great Canadian authors.

On Friday, June 4, 4 celebrated Canadian 
authors will read to students from JK 
through Grade 8.   Each author has one 
morning and one afternoon session.

58 Classes 20 Schools

AMRLS
Anne Hathaway
Avon Public
Bedford Public
Brookside Public

Downie Central Public
Goderich Public
Hamlet Public
Hullett Central Public
Huron Centennial

North Woods 
Seaforth Public
Sprucedale Public
Stephen Central
Upper Thames

Listowel Eastdale PS
Little Falls PS
Maitland River
Milverton Public 
North Perth Westfield

Images by Sydney Smith, Author/Illustrator

This year we were delighted to have Sydney Smith join us from Halifax.   He read a story and then created three 
works of art.  The alien was in created with input from the children. 
    

“I love painting, it calms me down.”  

Grade 2 Student, Avon Maitland Remote Learning School 
She had recreated all three works of art during the one hour event.    Brilliant!  



IN-SCHOOL MENTORING 
Through a partnership with the Hero Project, the Foundation supports an in-school Mentoring 
program in Stratford and area schools. This initiative is supported by way of Break-Open Lottery 
tickets sales which we manage.       
 
Break-Open Ticket Sales Revenue is currently being redirected to the Art|Life activities as there is 
restricted access to schools.

DONATIONS DIRECTED  Supporting What Matters

. The Learning Enhancement Fund supports the Art/Life Programs that  
  provide enrichment programming.   An appeal was made to former Gala  
  donors as well as 300 new prospects this year.  

. Kids First Early Literacy Network.  A campaign to 43 former Kids First  
  donors was executed by the Foundation in 2021.  Sourcing new funding will  
  ensure the continuation of this initiative into the future.

Celebrating Diversity in Huron and Perth

Paintings on the Pavement Celebrate the 
LGBTQ2S+  Community In Huron and Perth.

In a bid to salute diversity during Pride Month, students are invited 
to create a masterpiece with chalk on the sidewalks and post a 
photo of it to a digital gallery on Instagram with a hashtag  
#PaintingForPride. 

Through their chalk paintings, students are encouraged to celebrate similarities, embrace 
individuality and create an awareness to promote inclusivity in their schools in Avon Maitland District 
School Board as well as in their homes and communities in Huron and Perth Counties.  By creating 
positive images in support of the LGBTQ2S+ community students build a better understanding of 
themselves and of others.

A reading list will be created for those who find these topies difficult to talk about with their children.

This activity was created through a partnership with  

Huron County Library, Perth County Libraries and the Foundation for Education.      



STUDENT NEED
helping individual students when they need it most
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This work is so important for the residents of Huron and Perth, especially during these really 

uncertain times. It was an honour for the Foundation to be able to partner with United Way to deliver 

this support directly to students in need and their families.

Student Nutrition Fund

In January, the Foundation for Enriching Education Perth Huron, 

in partnership with United Way Perth Huron, announced $5,000 in 

new funding for student nutrition through the Foundation’s Caring 

Fund.   Applications were made for grocery cards to help families 

with school-age children in need with their food purchases.

 

152 Students + 107 Adults in 62 Families

Caring Fund
Students were provided with winter clothing, gym shoes and other necessities.   Funds to support 

this program are raised through the payroll deduction campaign and donations from individuals.   

Identifying prospects in Foundations to support this program is ongoing.



FINANCIAL REPORT

Figures as of May 30, 2021 
Year end is August 31.



2021-2022
In 2021-2022 we plan to continue to offer 
enrichment programming that exceeds the 
expectations outlined by the Ministry of Education 
yet aligns with the goals of Avon Maitland District 
School Board.  Specifically, we’ll focus on Literacy 
and Numeracy, Equity (Black Lives Matter, Truth 
& Reconciliation/Indigenous themes), Mental 
Health & Well-being.   We are exploring Music 
Composition, Costume Design / Fashion Arts, 
Music, Storytelling and Visual Arts and hope 
to bring back both the Musical Theatre Dancer 
and spoken word artist for more in-depth, in-
class activities.  And, we’ll work with staff in the 
curriculum department to identify gaps and 
optimize timing that benefits the plans as outlined 
by the educators.  Some of the artists under 
consideration are: 

Preliminary

. Jennifer Triemstra-Johnson  . David Archibald

. Bill Farnell    . Brad McGoey 

. Eileen Smith    . Melissa McIntosh

. Prologue to the Performing Arts’ Twin Flames

. Jason Sermonia   . Britta B. 

As the population gets their vaccinations and we 
emerge from pandemic restrictions that have deeply 
affected our organization and our community, news 
ways of working will evolve.   Under the guidance of a 
new Executive Director, the Foundation will reengage 
community and funding partners and create new 
prospects for new collaborations.   

Funding for a broad range of programming activities 
will benefit from longer planning horizons.    Some 
of the artists and themes are best served by in-class 
training so scheduling will depend on public health 
restrictions.



62 Chalk Street, Seaforth, Ontario  N0K 1W0

www.foundationforeducation.ca          email:  info@foundationforeducation.ca


